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studied. A comprehensive database of sources
(scientific articles, monographs, statistical reports,
Kazakhstani  legislation, and international
documents) concerning international migration in
Kazakhstan, gender aspects of migration, and
migrant adaptation processes was created.

2. Theoretical and Methodological Justification
Provided: A critical review and comparative
analysis of key theoretical approaches and concepts
in the field of gender migration were conducted.
Major theories explaining migration processes with
consideration of the gender factor were identified,
described, and classified, highlighting those most
relevant to the Kazakhstani context. An analysis
was carried out on how gender differences in
income and opportunities influence migration
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decisions, including a critique of their "gender
blindness."

A working theoretical and methodological
framework of the research was formulated,
including:

— Clear definitions of key concepts

(international migration, gender aspect, adaptation,
integration);

—  Definition of the subject, object, and research
objectives;

— Formulation of working hypotheses
regarding the influence of gender on migration and
adaptation processes in Kazakhstan.

Thus, a solid theoretical and informational
foundation was established for conducting the
empirical part of the study.
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Based on the analysis and synthesis of research in
the fields of migration processes, gender aspects of
migration,  assessment of the economic
consequences of migration, as well as
interdisciplinary studies focused on migration from
the perspectives of law and sociology, a
methodological toolkit was developed. The
methodological toolkit selected for the analysis
includes both quantitative and qualitative research
methods.
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The quantitative methods applied in this study,
widely used for hypothesis testing, include:
hypothesis testing using the gravity model, panel
econometric models, and time series analysis
methods (testing for stationarity/non-stationarity,
and cointegration).

Qualitative methods for analyzing migration
processes and gender aspects of migration have also
been incorporated into the methodological
framework of this research. The qualitative methods
identified for use include sociological surveys with
the use of InVIVO software (coding interviews
based on gender roles, gender barriers, issues of
gender inclusion in society, comparative matrices),
and structural modeling of survey results using
Partial Least Squares (PLS) with SmartPLS
software. Additionally, the application of content
analysis of regulatory legal acts, case studies, and
bibliometric analysis using VOSviewer has been
described.

A working hypothesis and a system of research
questions were formulated, along with data
collection instruments adapted to account for
gender-specific factors, and the methods employed
have been clearly described.
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(including laws, subordinate acts, and policy
concepts) was studied, resulting in the creation of a
List of Key Regulatory Legal Acts and a Structured
Review of all regulatory documents. Based on this
dataset, a gender analysis of legislation was
conducted to identify provisions that directly or
indirectly discriminate against migrants.

This process made it possible to identify gender-
neutral as well as gender-specific norms, as well as
to detect hidden discrimination (Gender Blindness),
where seemingly neutral wording creates
disproportionate barriers for one group. An
assessment was also conducted of the extent to
which the legislation considers the specific needs
and risks of migrants of different genders. In
particular, access to social services and support was
analyzed, leading to an evaluation of social
adaptation measures from a gender perspective.
Additionally, procedures for registration, residence,
and status acquisition were analyzed for gender
neutrality or bias. This helped determine whether
the migration status of female migrants depends on
the status of their husbands or employers, and how
family reunification procedures account for the
interests of both parties.

The final outcome was a conclusion regarding the
presence or absence of a gender approach in
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Kazakhstan’s migration policy and the preparation
of recommendations for authorized bodies on
reforming migration policy and external migration
regulation mechanisms to incorporate a gender
perspective.
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The research team conducted a systematic study of
international experience in leading countries, such
as the European Union member states, Canada, the
Republic of Korea, and Australia, regarding the
implementation of gender-sensitive migration
policies. The outcome of this work was not merely
descriptive but involved a deep analysis of existing
models and practices.

During this process, a thematic database of key
instruments and successful cases was developed,
including specific examples of specialized
migration programs, gender-sensitive integration
measures (e.g., language courses accounting for
parental responsibilities), and effective mechanisms
for collecting gender-disaggregated data. Based on
the collected material, a classification and typology
of the studied models of gender migration policy
were performed, enabling a comparative analysis of
countries across critical parameters such as gender
considerations in family reunification, anti-
trafficking measures, and mechanisms ensuring the
economic autonomy of migrants.
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The final product of this section was an analytical
report identifying universal and context-dependent
factors for the success of international policies.
Most importantly, the study substantiated the
model—or combination of best-practice elements—
most relevant for Kazakhstan.
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